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AM DANG-MITCHELL came to the Prairies 
by way of Paris (she was born there while 
her mother was studying at the Sorbonne), 
and it shows. Scroll through her Instagram 
feed and you’ll see countless examples of 

the same effortlessly chic style that all French 
women seem to have built into their DNA. What sets 
Nam apart, though, is her unique ability to recreate 
that sumptuous glamour in interior designs that 
still read as approachable and livable. 

Calgary designer Calgary designer 
Nam Dang-Mitchell Nam Dang-Mitchell 

masters the masters the 
art of standout art of standout 

spaces with spaces with 
luxe-but-edgy style. luxe-but-edgy style. N

Text by WENDY JACOB

Photography by COLIN WAY
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 GRAPHIC TILE 
 From punchy backsplashes 

 to high-contrast flooring, 
 Nam embraces lively 

 tile patterns, especially 
 in her own kitchen. 

 BLACK LIGHT FIXTURES 
 Nam has an affinity 

 for Serge Mouille–style 
 chandeliers and 

 articulated sconces. 

 LUXE PRINTS 
 Nam relies on wallpaper — 

 like this hand-painted beauty 
 by Gracie — to animate 

 accent walls or highlight an 
 architectural feature. 

 STATEMENT MANTEL 
 In contemporary spaces, 

 Nam lets traditional 
 antique mantelpieces inject 

 a touch of history. 

   NAM’S SIGNATURE MOVENAM’S SIGNATURE MOVESS  

web To see more rooms by Nam Dang-Mitchell, visit 
houseandhome.com and click on the current issue
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Coming Up Next

MAZEN EL-ABDALLAH
Mazen Studio, Toronto
Interior designer El-Abdallah 

has perfected a no-frills 

modern look that’s at once 

timeless and timely — a 

reflection of his years spent at 

Toronto firm 3rd Uncle Design. 

Mid-century favourites by 

notable names such as Eames, 

Wegner and Risom mingle 

within his zero-clutter 

environments. His modest 

900-square-foot rowhouse 

graced the cover of H&H’s 

Small Spaces issue last year. 

Up next: one of six feature 

spaces at IDS 2012.

NAM DANG-MITCHELL 
Nam Dang-Mitchell 
Design, Calgary 
Classical rooms in quiet 

neutrals have an edgy glamour 

in the hands of Calgary’s Dang-

Mitchell. Shining gold, silver 

and polished-nickel surfaces 

play against rustic motifs and 

industrial accents; tailored 

silhouettes and architectural 

panelling bring gravitas to 

pretty tufted upholstery and 

demure damask prints. In 

January, H&H will showcase 

Dang-Mitchell’s own 

trendsetting home as a 

prototype for comfortable 

yet glamorous design.

DAVID ZACHARKO and 
DAVID YUSTIN
David Zacharko Architect, 
Vancouver
An artful mix of textures, light 

switches in ideal places, 

perfectly framed views — 

Vancouver architects Zacharko 

(left) and Yustin bring 

unprecedented precision to 

details big and small. Featured 

in H&H in May, their work 

strikes an ideal balance 

between public and private, 

airy and intimate. But most 

notable is their skilful blending 

of indoors and out, which never 

fails to make bold use of 

Canada’s great outdoors.

BARBARA PURDY 
Barbara Purdy Design, Toronto
Luxe looks on a budget and 

grand spaces that feel inviting 

are effortless when executed 

by this talented designer and 

her partner, Olivia Botrie. 

A former neurosurgical nurse, 

Purdy moved into design and 

quickly gained notice as a 

senior designer on HGTV’s 

Home to Stay. She appeared 

in H&H in 2008, then landed 

the cover three years later with 

the light-filled redo of a once-

dingy basement. Next month, 

look for the elegantly cosy 

interiors she imagined for a 

stately stone home in Calgary.

RICHARD OUELLETTE 
and MAXIME VANDAL 

Les Ensembliers, Montreal 
Designer Ouellette (left) and 

architect Vandal specialize in 

interiors that cater to the lives 

lived within them. Partners in 

life and work, they co-founded 

their Montreal design-build 

firm in 2003. Clients in Paris, 

Corsica and Montreal seek 

out their minimalist take of 

high-end traditional, but it 

was their shabby-chic cottage 

in Quebec’s Charlevoix region 

that won them their first major 

feature in H&H in August. 

The Idealist
DOUGLAS 

CRIDLAND
DOUGLAS CRIDLAND INTERIOR 

DESIGN, CALGARY
Cridland has been a fixture on the western 

— and national — design scene since 

1975. With a signature muddy palette, 

he’s known for moving house and shifting 

his polished style on the modern-to-

traditional spectrum. “I’m intrigued by the 

process: why a room works, what makes it 

a successful space,” he told us in 2005, 

when we featured his sleek penthouse. “It 

helps me stay current.”

1999: Cridland’s Mount Royal condo is an early 

example of his affinity for grey walls, quality 

antiques and, most of all, art.

2009: Classic Cridland layering: a Biedermeier chest 

sits in front of an oversized contemporary painting, 

with a modern Platner chair in the foreground.

TOP 25 DESIGNERS

WITH RECENT ATTENTION-GETTING APPEARANCES IN H&H, THESE FIVE 
DESIGNERS ARE ALREADY INFLUENCING THE FUTURE OF STYLE. 
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In November, 

we call out Nam 

as a designer 

to watch.

The following January, 

we feature her entire 

Calgary home.

Nam’s living room is 

highlighted in October’s 

“Design Lesson.” 

 2011  2012  2013 2013

NAM AND NAM AND H&H 
THROUGH THROUGH 
THE YEARSTHE YEARS

Nam studied fine arts as 
a photography major at the 
University of Calgary but she 
wasn’t sure what career path to 
take after graduating. “I loved 
magazines; I’d had a complete 
obsession with them since I was 
a teen,” she says. “But there 
weren’t many in Calgary, so 
I went to the library to pore over 
old issues of Communication 
Arts — and that’s how I fell in love 
with graphic design.” She made 
some layout mock-ups using 
her own photography and soon 
landed a job as a designer at an 
ad agency, eventually becoming 
its youngest VP of design. 

After leaving the agency 
to co-found McKinley Dang 
Burkart, an interior design and 
architecture firm, Nam got 
her wish to work in magazines, 
serving as creative director of 
Avenue in 2001 as a five-month 
project. Then, in 2015, she 
founded her eponymous interior 
design firm; it wasn’t long before 
the business was flourishing. 
Nam’s passion for interior 
design is undeniable.  “I love 

the aspirational aspect of 
building a dream home; it feeds 
into the romance of an ideal life,” 
she says. “I think a home can 
inspire someone to be the best 
version of themself.” 

House & Home took note of 
Nam’s talent in 2011 and, since 
then, she’s become a staple on 
our magazine’s pages. Last year, 
Nam won H&H’s People’s Choice 
Award for Home of the Year after 
wowing readers with a character-
packed new-build in Calgary. 
Nam’s kitchens are especially 
outstanding — she says they 
reflect a homeowner’s essence — 
and often feature details such 
as custom facetted islands and 
nickel-trimmed vent hoods. “I 
can’t design a house until I figure 
out what the kitchen looks like,” 
she says. “It informs the rest of 
the house. I also get insights from 
the way a homeowner dresses: 
are they casual or more formal?”

To be clear, in a NDM-
designed home, “casual” may 
read “effortless,” but it’s always 
as polished and photogenic as 
the designer herself. Whether 

  “  I THINK A HOME CAN INSPIRE SOMEONE “  I THINK A HOME CAN INSPIRE SOMEONE 
 TO BE THE BEST VERSION OF THEMSELF TO BE THE BEST VERSION OF THEMSELF”” 

 LEFT: Showing off a 

 Distilled Beauty Bar pedi. 

 RIGHT: Blending in 

 at a Beverly Hills 

 cactus garden. 

 Adopting an 

 orphaned baby 

 elephant in Kenya. 
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 ABOVE: Boho camping 

 in Tulum, Mexico. 

 RIGHT: On point at the 

 Capitoline Museums in Rome. 
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The Runner-up 
AN ARTS AND CRAFTS HOME 

IN TORONTO, APRIL 2017 ISSUE 
THE HOMEOWNERS Lise Anne 
Gougeon and David Sword
WHY WE LOVE IT This 
collaboration between 
Stephanie Pellatt of Pivot 
Design and Leanne Tammaro 
and Adolphina Karachok 
of Designtheory inspired 
us with its painted-out 
panelling, steel-framed 

windows and bright pops of colour. 
WHAT YOU SAID “I love the millwork around the ceiling and 
throughout the living room. The colours used and the fun 
lighting make this room stunning.” — Laura Hewton

The 
Honourable 
Mention 
A RENOVATED EDWARDIAN IN 

TORONTO, JANUARY 2017 ISSUE

THE HOMEOWNER Architect 
and interior designer 
Darcie Watson
WHY WE LOVE IT Although 
she salvaged the stately oak 
panelling from this circa-1905 
house, Darcie (the principal 
of Areacode) had no qualms 

about breaking up the dark warren of rooms in favour of an 
open-concept space. In the ensuite, a dramatic floor-to-ceiling 
stone slab houses a double-sided fireplace.
WHAT YOU SAID “I seriously love Darcie Watson’s home. 
Who doesn’t want a giant fireplace in their bedroom??”
— Elizabeth A.

The People’s Choice
HOME OF THE YEAR

FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, WE ASKED READERS TO VOTE ON A SHORTLIST OF 
TEN HOMES... AND THOUSANDS OF YOU DID! HERE ARE THE TOP THREE.  

web
To tour H&H’s 2017 Homes of the 
Year, visit houseandhome.com 
and click on the current issue

The Winner 
A HIP NEW-BUILD IN CALGARY, MAY 2017 ISSUE

THE HOMEOWNERS Skye and Mark McLean
WHY WE LOVE IT The traditional Georgian symmetry of this Calgary 
home is timeless, but designer Nam Dang-Mitchell ( pictured) made 
sure the interiors conveyed the energetic spirit of its young owners. 
WHAT YOU SAID “The kitchen is to die for! Love the marble island and 
contrasting dark wood lowers. I hope the homeowners love to cook 
because I would be cooking in there all the time!” — Jen K. 

DEC - Alist Feature-JK.indd   69 2017-10-20   2:06 PM
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Nam (in a signature stunning 

kitchen) is our cover star.

20172017  2019 2018

The April issue showcases 

Nam’s makeover of her 

own basement, complete 

with custom Ping-Pong 

table and plenty of smart 

budget ideas. 

Nam’s design of a Georgian-

style, new-build home in the 

May issue drew enough votes 

to make her The People’s 

Choice for Home of the Year. 

she’s at an elephant orphanage 
in Kenya or floating in a 
Mexican cenote (an avid 
traveller, Nam’s Insta account 
boasts more than 34,000 
followers), her life in pictures 
is the model of high style. 

In fact, travel with her 
husband, developer James 
Mitchell, and daughter Hunter, 
16, and son Tao, 14, plays a large 
role in shaping her design work. 
“In North America, we’re so 
used to massive kitchen islands 
that are the size of a car,” she 
says. “When our family was in 
the south of France, we gathered 
around one that was only two 
feet wide. It was more conducive 
to conversation and so much 
cosier.” She’s also not afraid to 
use swaths of white marble, a 
staple in many French kitchens. 
“It’s so beautiful to see the 
warmth of natural materials,” 
she says. “They just get better 
with age and wear. People need 
to get over it if their marble 
gets stained with red wine!” 
Although Nam could even make 
wine rings look aspirational. 

DISTILLED BEAUTY BAR & SOCIAL HOUSE This chic beauty bar (above left and right) 

in the trendy Marda Loop area of Calgary boasts a high number of male patrons, no doubt due 

to Nam’s tailored decor. “It’s a great hangout for men and women,” says Nam. “I didn’t want it 

to be too typically girly and glam.” The walls are panelled in a white oak and the poly-blend 

armchairs are paired with Japanese-style wash basins. MEAT & BREAD The Calgary outpost of 

this West Coast sandwich shop franchise (below) is co-owned by Nam’s sister and brother-in-

law, and has an industrial Brooklyn vibe. Nam’s trademark herringbone clads the bar 

while black fixtures punctuate the shop’s white-tiled walls.

 WHERE TO SPEND TIME IN NAM’S WORLD     WHERE TO SPEND TIME IN NAM’S WORLD    

The Townhouses by NDM 

will be launched in South 

Calgary in 2019. “I wanted 

to create a stylish and 

unfussy elegance,” says 

Nam. The luxe, three-

bedroom homes have 

rooftop decks and 

backyard fireplaces. 

 2016
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