
Designer Katherine Newman installed this striking arch to frame the windows 

and range hood and enhance the historical feel. It’s offset by the cleaner lines of 

the multifunctional kitchen island (also shown at left), which contains a double 

sink, dishwasher, pull-out bins and ample storage space for everyday basics. 

To add texture to the space, Newman brought in exotic bamboo barstools and 

rawhide-webbed chairs in the breakfast area. Cabinets, range hood, island 
design and fabrication, Katherine Newman Design; faucets, Dornbracht; sink, 
pot filler, Ginger’s; range, Viking; stools, McGuire; ovens, refrigerator (behind 
cabinet doors), Miele; grey bowl (with fruit), Hollace Cluny; wall and cabinetry 
colour, Ultra White (CC-10), Benjamin Moore.  

In the breakfast area, Newman 

echoed the kitchen’s grey, white and 

buff palette to visually connect the 

spaces. A modern chandelier has 

a light, pretty look that contrasts 

nicely with the substantial stone wall 

and marble table. Chandelier, Kiosk; 
dining table, Lōna Design; white 
vase, Snob; bowl, Hollace Cluny.

ESSENTIAL 
INGREDIENT

This Credit 
Valley stone wall 

matches the stone 
found on the home’s 

historic façade 
and embodies the 

kitchen’s soft, 
feminine palette
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THE BACKSTORY: When it came to renovating this stately Toronto 
home, designer Katherine Newman was excited by the prospect. 
The French Colonial Revival home was built in 1934 and has a 
historic designation. That meant Newman inherited much of the 
floor plan and original detailing, so she chose to treat the project as 
a restoration and focused on respecting its architectural past. 
THE PLAN: In creating distinct zones for the homeowners — a 
property developer, his wife and their two young sons — Newman 
used historical materials in a modern way for a soft, glam aesthetic. 
A 186-square-foot breakfast area off the kitchen — part of a series of 
new additions to the home — makes room for casual dining, acts as 
a conduit to the family room and houses a workspace with views to 
the home’s courtyard gardens. 
THE END RESULT: The homeowners love the functionality of 
their new space. With its additional storage and improved flow, 
it’s perfect both for entertaining and for everyday family life, 
while also celebrating the home’s original architecture. 

TOP: Polished-nickel hardware and violet-painted 

interiors give the traditional white cabinets subtle 

glamour. Cabinet hardware, Katherine Newman 
Design; cabinet interior colour, Spring Violet (2117-50), 
Benjamin Moore.
CENTRE: One addition the homeowners requested 

was a workspace. A greyed-lavender desk in the 

breakfast area echoes the cabinetry interiors. Desk, 
Katherine Newman Design; chair, Plan b; box, Snob.
BOTTOM: Burled-walnut drawer fronts add character 

and texture, and give the kitchen a rich, layered look. 

THE DETAILS

HISTORIC DETAILS + SOFT PALETTE + SCULPTURAL SEATING =

TIMELESS ELEGANCE 

DESIGNER

KATHERINE  
NEWMAN

“The goal was a clean 
yet transitional 
look — not a total 
departure from 
the existing 
architecture”
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